
REMEMBER
to put your clocks forward

British Summer Time this year begins at
01:00 on Sunday 31st March

Pillaton Village 
News

Village web site at www.pillaton.org.uk

Village Facebook Group - search for 'Pillaton In Cornwall Facebook Group'

Cornwall County Council’s (CCC) new rubbish and recycling scheme comes 
into force for Pillaton on Wednesday 10 April. Instead of Tuesdays, collections 
of rubbish and recycling will now be made on Wednesdays with the new scheme 
seeing food waste collected weekly, whilst recycling and household rubbish is 
collected fortnightly, on alternate weeks. Also, it appears the new collection day 
is going to apply to the whole parish including outlying areas such as Polborder, 
Paynter’s Cross and Pentillie. Garden waste will continue to be collected as 
before. Collection timetables will shortly be sent out by the council, and these 
can also be viewed on the CCC website. Below is a pictorial description of what 
should happen over the first few weeks of the new scheme and see page 21 for a 
list of collection dates over the next two months.

PILLATON RECYCLING dAY 
ChANGING TO A WEdNESdAY
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Pillaton Village News
No. 230 March 2024 
This year marks the 80th anniversary of the D-Day Normandy Landings in June 
1944. Code named Operation NEPTUNE the landings were the opening phase of 
the much wider Operation OVERLORD, which resulted in the liberation of north-
west Europe. Sadly, due to the passage of time the vast majority of the combatants 
are no longer with us. Even the youngest participants will now be in their very late 
90s, but it doesn’t stop us remembering their brave actions on 6 June 1944 and the 
weeks following as well as all those thousands of men and women that acted in 
their support. 
Changing the subject completely and with no disrespect to D-Day veterans. 
Next month, here in southeast Cornwall, we are anticipating something I have 
codenamed B-Day (wheelie-Bin Day), although having just written that down I’ve 
realised there could be some confusion with French bathrooms in the unlikely 
event you should read this editorial aloud to an elderly relative. 
Back to B-Day. Over the past few months, in an operation masterminded from a 
headquarters in Truro, preparations have been meticulously made for the largest 
gathering of wheelie bins Cornwall has ever seen. For weeks now, the new bins 
have been clandestinely dropped off on driveways and pavements across the 
county whilst plans have been posted through the letterbox of every home or 
mysteriously appeared in green food bins.
In our part of Cornwall, the operation commences during the second week of 
April and for Pillaton the key date, B-Day, is Wednesday 10 April. The first bins to 
hit the pavement that day will be the green food waste ones, as yet inexperienced 
and untried in action, but never fear in support they will have backup from those 
trusty and seasoned campaigners the red, blue, and orange recycling bags, not 
forgetting the black box in reserve. The following Wednesday, 17 April, the grey 
household rubbish wheelie bins go into the front line, plus returning to the fray, as 
they will every week, the green food bins. Meanwhile the brown garden waste bins 
will just continue to follow the old pattern of collection as before. Just in case I’ve 
thoroughly confused anyone with my B-Day flight of fancy please see the revised 
recycling set out on page 21 or double-check the Council website.
Finally, I suppose with all this change it’s just possible that one day a much loved 
and cherished black plastic dustbin from Cornwall will appear at the doors of 
the “The Repair Shop” for some tender restoration. There are bound to be tears 
when the sheet is whisked away to reveal the trusty bin in all its former glory, 
bringing back all those happy family memories when Mum and Dad used to put 
the rubbish out.
Enough rubbish, the next copy date is 6 May - full details on page 23.

Robin Dwane, Editor
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MiNutes of PARisH CouNCiL MeetiNg  6 feBRuARY 2024
ATTENDANCE   Cllrs, Dolley, Ley, Moore, Bunkum and Warne. 
APOLOGIES   Cllr. Floyd. 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   None
PUBLIC FORUM
There were three members of the public present. 
Mrs Warwick outlined the history of the acquisition of the hand bells but said 
the ownership of the bells was uncertain. Mrs Warwick also said that the hand 
bell group planned to purchase hand chime bells by applying for a grant from the 
solar farm. However, in order to do so the hand bell constitution must include 
a declaration that, in the instance of the group winding up, a long term existing 
body (namely the Parish Council) would supervise the disposal of the bells for 
the benefit of the Parish. The Council agreed that the hand bell constitution be 
amended accordingly to include such a declaration. 
MINUTES
The minutes of the 1 January 2024 Council meeting were accepted unanimously.
MATTERS ARISING
a)  Trough in the Row
The Council accepted that the matter was in the hands of the local Cornwall 
Highways engineer who was aware of the problem. 
b)  Web Site Maintenance
The Council decided to continue advertising for a volunteer to maintain the 
Council web site.
c)  Clapper Bridge
The Chairman informed the Council that he considered that St Mellion Council 
were now fully aware of the issues surrounding damage to the bridge and could be 
relied upon to support any safeguarding measures relating to the bridge. The repair 
to the bridge was planned for March 2024.
TREE IN CHURCHYARD
The Chairman told the Council that he had been invited to attend a meeting in the 
Church yard with the Parochial Church Council and a tree surveyor to examine 
the large beech tree which in part hung over the Village Hall. The surveyor advised 
that the tree be examined and photographed for movement every three months 
accompanied by a density test, explaining that the removal of a large branch would 
kill the tree. Despite this assurance the Council believed that a danger to the public 
and the Hall continued.
PLANNING PERMISSION   None
FINANCE
There were no payments.
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ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The Clerk was asked to report the gravel washed down Trewashford Lane causing 
an obstruction.
The Clerk was asked to request St Mellion Parish Council to seek pruning of the 
hedges leading to the weir.

Chairman Mr. Dolley

MiNutes of PARisH CouNCiL MeetiNg 5 MARCH 2024
ATTENDANCE    Cllrs, Dolley, Ley, Moore, Bunkum, Floyd and Warne. 
APOLOGIES  Cllr. Johnson. 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Moore declared an interest in planning and left the meeting during the 
discussion. Cllr Ley declared an interest in finance and did not vote.
PUBLIC FORUM
There was one member of the public present. 
MINUTES
The minutes of the 6 February 2024 Council meeting were accepted unanimously.
MATTERS ARISING
a)  Web Site Maintenance
The Council decided to increase advertising for a volunteer to maintain the 
Council web site.
b)  Gravel in Trewashford Lane
Cllr Bunkum reported that the gravel washed down Trewashford Lane had been 
removed by Cornwall Highways.
SPEED LIMIT
The Council noted that an application to expand the proposed 20mph limit in the 
Village had been made to include Dolcoath, the Hollies and the Row.
SAFETY INSPECTION
The Chair informed the Council a safety inspection by ROSPA was booked for April.
PLANNING PERMISSION
The Council approved planning application PA24/01251 for a proposed extension 
of existing caravan storage at High Kernock for Mr. G. Moore.
FINANCE
The Council approved the following payments, £180 Inland Revenue, £720 Clerks 
salary, Cllr Ley £64.99 for Norton Software.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The Clerk was asked to report pot holes at the bottom of Darkey Lane and a loose 
branch on the hill to Landrake.

Chairman Mr. Dolley
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PiLLAtoN ARts ANd CRAfts gRouP 
The Pillaton Arts and Crafts 
Group (PAAC) was conceived 
in 2012 when Don and Jo 
King, Wendy Wyatt and Alison 
Downing, all artists themselves, 
believed that their interest was 
worth sharing with others. Don 
and Jo then set up the group 
which continued to grow and 
extend the range of its activities 
in the years which followed. 
After the deaths of Don in 2022 
and Jo in 2023 a new committee 
was formed who determined to 
ensure that the legacy left by the Kings 
continued to thrive into the future. 
Results of the group's activities include 
the mosaic Armistice Tree on the Village 
Hall store, the poppy mosaics in the 
Village Hall foyer, several exhibitions 
which have been held to display some of 
the work done by the group and many 
entries in the art and handicrafts sections 
of the Garden Club Summer Show. A 
subsidiary quilting group produced the 
wonderful Mayflower Quilt also in the 
hall and the 'Knit and Natter' group have 
decorated the churchyard with knitted poppies for Remembrance Day. 
 The group covers a wide range 

of arts and craft related subjects, 
having held workshops on such 
diverse subjects as leaf printing, 
mosaics, paper marbling, Christmas 
wreath making, calligraphy and 
lino cutting as well as painting and 
drawing and many other topics. 
We have also had presentations 
on arts related subjects and have 
visited galleries, exhibitions, and 
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museums. Recent projects 
have included free-form 
tapestry weaving, dry point 
printing and the setting 
up of a recorder group for 
both beginners and more 
experienced players. 
We have lots of ideas for 
future activities, some new 
and some revisiting previous 
topics and would like to 
extend our range to perhaps 
embrace theatre and concert 
visits. 
There is no restriction 
on membership, and all are welcome at all meetings and workshops although 
numbers may sometimes have to be limited because of space and availability 
of materials. We would especially welcome anyone who has any knowledge or 
skill in an arts related subject that they would be willing to share with others. 
The workshops rarely cost more than 
two or three pounds which covers 
the hiring of the hall and some basic 
materials, although we sometimes 
call on the skills of more professional 
artists which may incur greater 
expense. No previous knowledge or 
ability in art is required and most of 
the time we just have fun and enjoy 
the experience of creating something, 
even if it sometimes turns out to be 
less beautiful than we hoped. A bit like 
being back in primary school when 
you got to play with paint, paper, and 
crayons and nobody judged the results! 
If you would like to be added to 
the mailing list which publishes 
forthcoming events, send your email 
address to the Secretary at,

maire.warwick@btinternet.com 
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This would undoubtedly have 
been the headline in the Village 
News 100 years ago detailing the 
most momentous event that had 
occurred in Pillaton for centuries. 
This was the sale of the Newton 
Ferrers Estate, which included 
most of the properties in Pillaton 
and took place in Goldings Hotel, 
in Callington on Wednesday 15 
October 1924. 
The estate had been owned by Mr Thurstan 
Collins JP who died in May 1924 aged 66. 
For many years he had lived in Newquay 
working as a solicitor, but then came 1916, 
which proved to be a very tragic year. In 
January his father, Digby Collins who had 
been High Sherriff of Cornwall, passed 
away prompting Thurstan to return to the 
Newton Ferrers Estate to manage affairs. 
Then that summer both his sons were 
killed in action during WW1, within three 
months of each other, Gerald at Jutland, 
and Percy on the Somme; both names 
being recorded on our War Memorial. 
Thurstan Collins’ funeral took place in 
Pillaton on 4 June 1924. However, he had 
no male heirs and his two daughters, 
who were already married and living 
elsewhere, were unwilling to take on the management of the estate. Thus, the 
executors of his will took the decision to sell the estate which had been valued at 
around £85,000 and encompassed properties across four parishes, St Mellion, St 
Ive, Quethiock and of course Pillaton. At the sale most of the properties in Pillaton 
went to local buyers and some of the key auction results were as follows: 

Rick Park Farm 40 acres £1,200;  Pillaton Mill 11 acres £600;  
Pillaton Barton Farm 167 acres £3,250;  Lower Trewashford Farm 49 acres £1,175, 
Trewashford Farm 114 acres £not given, Higher Kernock Cottage £90, Washing Place £75,   
Cottage with carpenter & wheelwright’s shop £265, Village Post Office £156.
Royal Oak pub (Weary Friar) £605. 10 other cottages in Pillaton fetched between £30 & £130.

Although 1924 may have been a momentous year for Pillaton, surprisingly I have 

PiLLAtoN foR sALe 

Newspaper cutting advertising the sale

Newton Ferrers house pictured in a sales notice

8



Date Amount Number Winner
1 Jan 2024 £67 29 Jan Simms
5 Feb 2024 £115 69 Richard Bruton
4 Mar 2024 £115 63 Ruth Stannard

NEXT DRAW  1 APRIL 2024

NEW WEBSITE MANAGER WANTEd
As many will be aware, John Wheeley, the Pillaton website 
manager has recently left the village and although John 
continues to maintain the site in the short-term, there is now 
a requirement for someone more local, to take over. The website is funded by Pillaton 
Parish Council, and if you are interested in the role, contact a Councillor or John 
through the “Contact Us” option at the bottom of the Home page on the website. 
VILLAGE hALL BOOKING SECRETARY 
The Village Hall Committee is still seeking a new trustee to take on the position of  
Booking Secretary. The role entails managing all hall bookings, including the vetting 
of hirers and their compliance with terms and conditions.
It is not an onerous or complex role, and the whole booking process has been 
greatly simplified with the implementation of an online booking system.
For more information contact Chris Ley:
Email: chris@chrisley.plus.com or mobile: 07972 817086

found very little else reported about the village in the newspapers apart from some 
hunting news and a cricket match against Landrake!
Elsewhere there was a bit more happening. In Britain, 1924 was a year of two 
Prime Ministers. In January, following a vote of no confidence in the government 
Ramsay MacDonald came to power as the first Labour Prime Minister with a 
minority government only to be replaced at the General Election nine months 
later by the Conservative Stanley Baldwin. This election also saw the previous 
sitting MP Isaac Foot, replaced by the Conservative Gerald Harrison as the MP for 
Bodmin. Internationally, in April Adolf Hitler was imprisoned for his part in the 
failed Munich Beer Hall Putsch the previous November and during his 9 months 
of captivity he wrote ‘Mein Kampf ’ which become the blueprint of Nazi thinking. 
Meanwhile the fascists under Mussolini were strengthening their hold in Italy. 
That summer the Olympics (the Chariots of Fire ones) were held in Paris whilst 
London saw the opening of the British Empire Exhibition in Wembley.

Robin Dwane

SITUATIONS 
VACANT

9



Fri 26th April       Mon 20th May       Wed 19th June    
Fri 19th July

All dates 11:00 am to 1:00 pm
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With the welcome influx of quite a few new 
residents to the village in the last year or 
more, an update on the village’s great asset, 
the Village Hall, might be helpful.
The Village Hall started life in 1838 as the 
village school. In about 1955 the school 
was closed and, after remaining unused 
for a while, the building was taken over as 
the village hall. Subsequently it has been 
refurbished and extended.
The Village Hall is managed by a registered 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) 
set up in 2017, evolving from the previous 
management committee, now with 12 Trustees who run the day to day business 
the organisation. The trustees meet on a quarterly schedule.
The objects of the CIO are the provision and maintenance of a village hall for 
the use of the inhabitants of Pillaton, without distinction of political, religious or 
other opinions, including use for: 

•   Meetings, lectures and classes, and 
•   Other forms of recreation and leisure-time occupation, with the object of 
improving the conditions of life for the inhabitants.

The CIO submits an annual report and statement of accounts to the Charity 
Commission of England and Wales. If you want to see these documents or 
find out more about the CIO including who are current trustees, go to: https://
register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/ click on “Find a charity” and 
enter “Pillaton Village Hall CIO.”   
Online booking for the Village Hall was implemented in 2023. You can now book 
the hall for any event or occasion at Hall Booking Online. The Documentation 
link there should give you enough information about hiring the hall but if you 
require clarification or further information, then please contact Chris Ley 
(Booking Secretary) by phone on 07972 817086 or email.
For further information, please contact either the CIO Chairman, Dave Dolley 
(01579 350159), or the CIO Secretary, Matt Roser (07942 086798).

PiLLAtoN ViLLAge HALL

Little Tikes Cookery Creations Premium Kitchen with 
large bag of utensils etc - £40.
Next Carter A Desk/Shelves  - £20
Please ring Shirley on 01579 350683

FOR SALE 
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YOUR SAY - FOR YOUR ChURCh!

The Annual Meeting for our churches at St Mellion and
 Pillaton – St. Melanus and St. Odulph’s  – will take place on

Sunday 21 April 2024 at 11.15 am
The meeting will follow the Holy Communion service at 

St. Odulph’s Church, Pillaton, and is open to everyone to attend.

The church has been part of our community 
since 1259, and we hope that you will take this 
chance to show your support for your church. 

We look forward to seeing you.

KEEP ST MELLION CLOCK ChIMING
We desperately need your help in raising £10,000 to keep St Mellion village clock 
chiming. 
Water creeping down the church tower wall from the belfry has caused the 
floor and the timber support beneath to rot. Although the entry of water into 
the tower has now been stopped, the clock room floor is unsafe. A temporary 
solution to allow the clock to be wound in the short term has been found but a 
permanent alternative needs to be put in place.
Plans have not yet been finalised, but rotten timber must be replaced and 
additional support must be built into the wall below the floor to provide support 
to the remaining solid timber. 
An initial survey suggests that repairs may cost around £10,000. Please help us by 
making a donation at:

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/clockroomfloor

Sue McClaughry, Treasurer, St Mellion with Pillaton PCC
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St. Mellion With Pillaton PCC
Revision of the Electoral Roll for St. Mellion and Pillaton

Every year, the church revises the electoral roll in time for the Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting (APCM). Being on the roll allows you to vote 
on church matters, stand for election to the PCC, and most of all an 
accurate roll of parishioners ensures the roll is representative of the 
workload involved for the PCC.  This year revision begins on 10 March 
and will end on 31 March. If you’re new to the area, or if you aren’t 
already on the electoral roll, you can either complete an application 
form (at the back of both churches) or simply go to the Benefice 
website at 

www.tamar7.org and click on the link to “Electoral roll” 

Vacancies!
St. Mellion with Pillaton PCC is looking for people willing to be elected 
to the PCC at the APCM on 21 April. We will have 3 vacancies, so please 
consider putting your name forward. We meet about 6-8 times per 
year, in the evening, so the work isn’t too onerous. In addition to the 3 
vacancies for the PCC, we need 2 representatives willing to stand for 
the Deanery Synod.

We will also be looking for a Churchwarden for St. Odulph’s, as the 
current postholder is standing down at the APCM. Pam has been a 
much valued and appreciated Churchwarden but has decided to take 
a step back. Again, please consider putting your name forward – we 
need you!

Please contact Ann Henderson for further information on any of the 
above, at 

01579 351289,  email annatpillaton@yahoo.co.uk 

Thanks, and looking forward to lots of enquiries!!!! 
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st. dominic, landulpH and st. mellion-WitH-pillaton
ChurCh Diary

dATE   dAY         SERVICE/EVENT    ChURCh

24 Mar  Palm Sunday 1000 Procession and Holy Communion St Dominic
26 Mar Tuesday  0930 Holy Communion   St Dominic
28 Mar Maundy Thursday 1800 Passover and Holy Communion  Landulph
29 Mar Good Friday  1200 Stations of the Cross   St Dominic
31 Mar Easter Sunday 0655 Sunrise    Halton Quay
   1000 Holy Communion   Pillaton
02 Apr Tuesday  0930 Holy Communion   Pillaton
07 Apr Sunday  1000 Morning Praise   Pillaton
   1000 Holy Communion   Landulph
   1800 Celtic Evening Prayer   Halton Quay
09 Apr  Tuesday  0930 Holy Communion   Landulph
14 Apr Sunday  1000 Holy Communion   St Dominic
   1000  Morning Praise    St Mellion
16 Apr Tuesday  0930 Holy Communion   St Mellion
21 Apr Sunday  1000 Holy Communion   Pillaton
   1115 Annual Parochial Church Meeting Pillaton
   1000 Morning Praise   Landulph
23 Apr Tuesday  0930 Holy Communion   St Dominic
28 Apr Sunday  1000 Celtic Contemporary Worship  St Dominic
   1000 Holy Communion   St Mellion
05 May  Sunday  1000 Matins    Pillaton
   1000 Holy Communion   Landulph
   1800 Celtic Evening Prayer   Halton Quay
07 May Tuesday   0930 Holy Communion   Pillaton
12 May Sunday  1000 Holy Communion   St Dominic
   1000 Morning Praise   St Mellion 
14 May Tuesday   0930 Holy Communion   Landulph
19 May  Sunday  1000 Holy Communion   Pillaton
   1000 Morning Praise   Landulph
21 May Tuesday  0930 Holy Communion   St Mellion
26 May  Sunday  1000 Celtic Contemporary Worship  St Dominic
   1000 Holy Communion   St Mellion
28 May Tuesday  0930 Holy Communion   St Dominic

 BENEFICE CONTACT dETAILS
The Benfice is currently in transition, awaiting the appointment of  priest. 
For all matters concerning the church, timings of services, and enquiries 

regarding baptisms, weddings, and funerals, visit the Benefice website at: 
  www.sites.google.com/tamar7.org/tamar-valley-benefice
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Pillaton Village Diary
Sat 23 Mar
Sat 23 Mar
Sat 23 Mar
Mon 1 Apr
Tue 2 Apr
Sat 13 Apr
Sun 21 Apr
Fri 26 Apr
Mon 6 May
Tue 7 May
Mon 20 May
Tue 4 Jun
Wed 19 Jun
Sun 7 Jul
Fri 19 Jul

Pillaton Gardening Club Spring Show, Pillaton Village Hall
Pillaton Gardening Club Seed and Plant Swap, Pillaton Village Hall
Skittles League, Pillaton Village Hall
Pillaton Village Hall 200 Club Draw
Pillaton Parish Council Meeting, Pillaton Village Hall
Skittles Presentation Lunch, Pillaton Village Hall
Annual Parochial Church Meeting, St Odulph’s Church
Coffee Morning, Weary Friar
Pillaton Village Hall 200 Club Draw
Pillaton Parish Council Meeting, Pillaton Village Hall
Coffee Morning, Weary Friar
Pillaton Parish Council Meeting, Pillaton Village Hall
Coffee Morning, Weary Friar
Cherry Feast, Bush Farm
Coffee Morning, Weary Friar

Village News     Copy dates 2024/25
issue No. Copy date dist. date issue No. Copy date dist. date

231 6 May 24 May 234 11 Nov 29 Nov
232 8 Jul 26 Jul 235 6 Jan 24 Jan
233 9 Sep 27 Sep 236 10 Mar 28 Mar

The distribution date is a guideline and the Village News will often be available earlier.

WASTE ANd RECYCLING dATES
From WEdNESdAY 10 APRIL the green food waste bin will be collected weekly, 
whilst collections of recycling (coloured bags, plus black box) will alternate each 
Wednesday with those of  household rubbish (grey bin).  The brown garden 
waste bins will continue to be collected on alternate Tuesdays.

Tue 19 Mar Rubbish/Garden
Tue 26 Mar Recycling/Rubbish
Tue 02 Apr Rubbish/Garden
WEd 10 APR FOOd/RECYCLING 
Tue 16 Apr  Garden Waste 
Wed 17 Apr     Food/Rubbish
Wed 24 Apr Food/ Recycling

Tue 30 Apr  Garden Waste
Wed 01 May Food/ Rubbish
Wed 08 May Food/Recycling
Tue 14 May  Garden Waste 
Wed 15 May     Food/Rubbish
Wed 22 May     Food/Recycling
Tue 28 May Garden Waste
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The views expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor. 
The Editor reserves the right to alter or omit any articles submitted.

© Copyright Pillaton Village News

Copy for Village News
deadline for copy: Monday 6th May 2024
 Publication date: friday 24th May 2024

Copy should preferably be sent to my office e-mail address at
 dwane.design@btinternet.com in the form of a Word document or simply 
text in an e-mail. If you do not have access to the internet, hard copy is 
perfectly acceptable (typed or handwritten) and should be delivered to me at 
9 Barton Meadow. Images for the Village News can be in virtually any digital 
format or as hard copy for scanning.

Any queries please call Robin Dwane on 01579-351560.
VILLAGE NEWS AdVERTISING RATES

Full Page advert: £12 per issue; Discounted price for six issues: £60
Half page advert: £6 per issue; Discounted price for six issues: £30

Third page advert: £4 per issue; Discounted price for six issues: £20
Quarter page advert £3 per issue; Discounted price for six issues: £15

Small Classified Adverts: Free to village residents.

                

 

 

 A donation or a legacy in your will 
could help to protect and preserve the future of our churches. 

Since 1259, St Melanus and St Odulph churches have 
been at the heart of St Mellion and Pillaton villages. 
Places of love, reflection, worship and thanksgiving. 

 
Donate today on our Just Giving page: 
www.justgiving.com/stmellion-pillatonpcc 

or by cheque payable to “St Mellion with Pillaton PCC” 
Gift Aid your donation to add 25% from HMRC. 

 
For more information or to set up a regular donation contact  

Sue McClaughry, Hon Treasurer, St Mellion with Pillaton PCC, 
Orchard Cottage, Kernock, Pillaton, Cornwall, PL12 6RY. 
Tel : 07771 756125     email : smcclaughry@coronis.co.uk 

23



24


